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In this Diſcourſe are briefly touched 
theſe Particulars. 


BRED He Ngtiovall 2nd P ariſhions! Conftirution of 
Churches, is found to be the Grand 1dell of the 
| 1-2 Nation. | - 4% 2 

2. Io The inforcing ofthe Nation to ſuch a eenſtiryti- 
#n,is the greateſt ſoul oppreſſion in this Nation. 

3. The Hireling Mniſtrie attending upon ſuch aſeblies or 
others,is none of the miniftrie of (hriſt. Jeſus. | 

| 4. The Univerſities of the Nation, as ſubordinate and ſubſeryi- 
ent to ſuch -2iniſtries and (hwrches, are none of the /nftiturions of 
Chrift Feſt © | AF” 794 VE WY 

5. It is the abſolue dwvy of the civ;] ſtate,.to ſet free the fouls of 
all men from that fo long oppreſiing yoaks of fuch \wini/fries and 
chwrches, Yet (4 7 | 

6. Ought the Nation and every perſon in it,be permitted to ſee 
with its owa eyes, 2nd to. make free choice of what worſhip and ni- 
_—_— and 1ainjenaxce they pleaſe, whether parochial or other«. 
wied- ot noe UII NANDORQLA: 3:8 6 Of: 

7. The « Apoſtolical Commiſſion, and mizeſtrie is long fince inter- 
mopredandGbacimind > {IN BE FR. IQ % 

8. Ever fince the beaft Antichriſt role, the Lord hath flirred up. 
the 1intrie of Prophefie,wbo muſt continue ther wirneſs, and pre- 
pheſfie until their witzeſs be finiſhed, and ſlavghters probably neex 
approching accompliſhed, ,, , 5 1 oo | 

9. The proyocation of the, holy eyes reat in all coures beoagh; 
eut the Nation, by mellions of legal oaths, which if not redrefled, 
may yet be.a fire kindled from his Jealowfic; who will noc hold hinz 

»iltleſewhich takgdyhis name in Foie; -! too) 
£ I Up wht permitting ofthe c and aergin f of conſeians: 


| X BEG 
«ble and faithful people throughaw $5 Narranandubeicee permiſſion 
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of the Nation to frequent ſuch aſſemblies,will be one of the principal. 
Meages. agd. expedicnts:-(as the, preſent Bate of Chriltianicy: fands), 


for the propagating 2d ſpread ng of the Goſpeh of the Son.of God. : 
Qo 


To all fach Honourable and: Pious 


| hands,vhom the preſent Debatetouching the 
propagating of Cn 1s T's Golpel concernes : 


| | AND TO 
All ſuch gentle Bereans, who with ingenious C ivility de- 
fie to ſearch whether whar's preſented concerning 


Chrift Jeſm, be fo or no. 


All humble refpettive Salntations. 

T being « preſent high Debate (Honourable and 

Beloved) how the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus »ight 
mort be propagared in thes Nation © 2. And be- 
sng defived by eminent friends, ro caſt in my white towards The Amhor's 
&: 3. And having been engaged in ſeveral points of this Call ro this 
Nature, i y former "ard {ater Biideavouts, againſt that Endesvoare 
bloody Tenent of Perſecution for eanſe of Confcience : 
4. And alſo having btett forced 16 obſerve the Goings of 
God,azd the ſpirits 'of Men,both in Old avd New Fngland,” 
as touching the Church, the Miniſtry and Ordinances of 
Jefus Chriſt ; 1 dad _ apprehend my C all from Hea- 
ven ; #0t to hide my Candle under a Bed of Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure;o# 4 Buſhel of Gain ad Profit 4 b#t to ſet it on a Can= 
dieftick of this publike Profeſſion, for the Benefit of ethers, 
and the Praile of the Father of all Lights and Godlineſs. 

2. For the Subſtance and moft of thrs, [ ſuddenly drew 

it wp, and delivered two Copies unto two eminent friends of © 
Jeſus Chriſt, and this Nation : But being importwned for Contrary to 
more Copies then I was poſſibly able to tranſeribe, and bein agg and 
(therefore) adviſed by ſome honorable Friends, to uſe g- og 
he(p of the Preſs ; 1 ans thus beyond my firſt Incetions and 
Delixes) held forth in Publike. 
——"yp Pp | 4. if 


- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
3«. If ought I hve expreſſed ſeem harſh, deſarufattory, 

or gffenrvexs Tam humbly. wig {Top in;the piiver of the 

M0 High 4 0 prof joouf readinels50 drſcrftiheb arejtifpreve; 

either by Word or Writing, with whom, or before whom 

foewtr' the preſent Debate, concerns, with all | Chultian 

meeknels, a»d due ſubmiſſion, 2X 1 4 | 

4. Ir ts 19ue, I ao abſolutely teny it | (againſt alf com- 

| mers) +0 be the Byrthen of rhe Civil State 2 rake;cogni- 
The Cvil (ance of any Spiritual cauſe ; and 1 do poſitively aſſert it, 

= 7 Mig to be the proper and alone work of the holy Son and Spurit of 
. by the deceiy- God in the hands of his Saints and Prophets; to! manage 
ed and deceiv- Heavenly and Spiritual cauiles (and that only with Spiritu- 
wg Hirclings, 4] Weapons. againſt Spiritual Oppoſitions.) And'therefore 
that the Higher Powers have been conſtantly deceived by 

the Mercenary and Hirecling Miniſtry 5 who' being them- 

ſelves deceived,deceive; and tack; abour (as the Wind, and 

Time, and Advantage blows) frow'Papery to-Proteſtaniime, 

from Proteſtanihne.to.Poperys frowe. Papery to Praceltaitine 

again ! From;Prelagy., tw Presbyrenie, : om Presbyteric,. 

many to Independency.s, and.will again to Presbycerie and 

Prelacy, if vot-to Popery® (32 ſome caſes) rather then.loſs. 

(a5 thepfay) the Liberty of Preagbing 1 But what that.lofs. 

z of ſomwhat elſe.(Gain; Honour, &c; ver themſ{elues,ard. 

all men, judge impartially in thi feaw. of: God! Vet: 1107) 

5. 1 humbly acknowledge (as to Perlonal worth: {.acal 

with men, for many excellent - vifts," e/cwvared' above :the| 

common rank of men ;| yea, and for Perſonal Holine(s (14- 

ny of them) worthy of all true C briſtian Love and Honour ©) | 

The excellext {7 which reſpettswben [ look down upon myſelf, "1. an (te+ 

Gifts and Spt- aily perſwaded to, acknowledge my unworthineſs. t6i hold a. 
= af | =-phly Candle or 2 Book «ito them. And yet, if ] &ve flattering 
er pich a Titles #nto men, my Maker (ſaid Elihu) world quickly rake 
mercenary ſpi- 97 away ; . and why therefore ( ſince 1 have. not been al- 

rit and princi- togetber a ftranger to the Learnipg of the A&gyprians, and. 
_ have trod the hupefulleſt paths -1o..Worldly' preterments, 
| which for Chrilt's ſake 4 have forſaken) ſince 1 know what 

it i5 to Study, to Preach, to be an Elder,: to. be applauded ; 


c and 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
' ard yet alſo what it is alſo to tug at the Oar, to dig with 
:the Spade, and Plow, and to- labour and travel day. and The Auther's 
night amongst Evogliſh, amongsit Barbarians 'S why (howld humble advice 
] not be humbly beld to give my witrels fuiih fully, to give EO Fagan 
»y counſel effetinally,and to perſwade with ſome trily pious (þ, Spirits _ 
and conicientious tpirits;'rathey totarn to Law,to Phylick, are 16 capa- 
to Soulliery, to Educating of Children, ro Digging (ad vated in the 
yer nor ceaſe from Prophecywg) rather then to live nider _— of Fires 
rhe ſlavery, yea and the centure (from.Chritt Jelus 22d his 
Saints, anud-others alſo) of 4 mercenary and Hirchng M- 
wijtery ? 3 Send - ji] | 
\ 1:6, . To which,'end, my humble and: hearty ciy ts to. the 
Father of Lights, to plead with all his Children- of Light 
effettually ;. ſo that they: may look tp, worder, aid ſay, Am 
1 a Child of Light ? 1s the Father of L'ghis my Father,a,ud Holy perſons 
.bhe Saints wy fellow Brethren and Schollars zz Chriſt Je- _— — 
ſus, the childrew of Light. a{o ? What make 1 then in dark OR NTTI 
-places, /ike. thoſe that have .been dead of old ? What make 
{amongs$t the Graves and Tombs the Livings, Benefices, 
Promotions, Stipends, &c ?- 
[ have been told a quick paſſage between the truly Noble 
Earl of Eflex {4 Queen Elizabeth her days) and 4. truly 
able and zealous Non-conformilt : T have' ſaid the Ear, 
been. ſtndying\4 great while theſe two points , Firſt, the 
Perfors of the Biſhops ; and 1 have laboured with the 
Queen to prefer none but good men to her Biſhopricks. 
-. The next thing is their Places; which if 1 find them to 
be .as'bad as their Perſons be ;. then, then Go, R ut they 
ſoon cropt off that Noble herd &c, . | 
That ſame bleſſed Spirit breaths (T doubt not) inmany 
heavenly ſpirits of oxr Times i» Parliament, # Councel, 
' the Army ; and their holy deſre hath 'been to prefer. the 
choice and flower. of Able 2nd; Godly - men to, Places: mn 
Cicy,';# Country; in Univerſity. 1r may yet ſo pleaſe. the God moſt wile» 
Father of Spirits, #2 ftir up thatr Noble minds to meditate 7 diſpoſcth ,of 
bye | + . hs work,,ome 
as well Hirelings places, as they have too well known their "> os Fahes, 
perſons. Jt may alſo. be, that hw moſt holy 2nd, pure! Eye and folne ro the 
. : y ſees, Children."* 


33y. ne 


Imparrial ſou! 
freedom to all 


_ TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſees. they have b:en highly honoured, and enough already : 
Aore work us left for growing iprigs, for whom ſome 
Crownes are kept to which ther Fahets heads were net 
ſo fitted, 

7- eAvd yet although T humbly give the Civil ſlate it's 
Right, rower, to take down places or perſons which them- 
ſelves or Fathers bave eretted : yet am I alſe far from 
taking off a yoke from one, ts clap on the neck of others. 


the people of ef the Townes, the Pariſhes, ard diviſions of people in the 


the Nation. 


three Nations be undiſturbed by any civil Sword, from 
their conſciences and worſhips ; thengh traditional, though 
Parochial : and let their maintenanee be by Tenths and 
Fifths, or how they freely pleaſe. | 
I. Only let it be their fouls choice and no inforcing 


Sword, but what u ſpiritual ix their ſpiritual cauſes, 


Where the 


2. 1 plead for Impartiality awd equal freedom, peace, 
and ſafety to ether Conſciences and Aſſemblies, unto which 
the people may as freely goe, and this according te each con- 
ſcience, what conſcience ſoever this conſcience be (net 


tranſereſſing againſt Civilities) whether of Jews or Gen- 
He : 


Objeft. But would you have fay ſome, Jews, Turks,and 
Papiſts live in Proteſtant countries ? | 
1 anſwer, I judge it here anly ſeaſonable to ſay, that T 
hwmbly conceive, . this objetion, ard - thas _ be 
aid (as to piety or policy) ſatisfied in my late unwaſhi 
E AH. ras. Land of ra ods Tron : in hy 
late endeavonr,T humbly hoye,1 have made it evident,thae 
#0 opinion in the world ts cemparably ſo bloody, or ſo blat- 
hemous as that of puniſhing, and nor permitting, #2 4 ci- 
vil way of Cohabitation, rhe confciences and worſhips, 
both fewm and Gentiles. 
Ireland hath been an Akeldama,s ficld of blood; proba- 
ble it 1s, that the guilt of all that blood, Proteſtant and 
Papiſt, will fall wpon this Bloody Tenenr, of which borh 


ilr of all the papiſt 4nd Proteltant are guilty; to wit ,of not permitting 


loud ſpilc in 
Irchnd lies 


the Hexeticks, the Blaſphemers, &c., as the Sword falls 
Fe CE EARLY . = 


FREE 3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


either into the hand of a Popiſh or. « Proteſtant Vitor, 


Henry the eight, while their conſciences had freedam un- 
gd King of England, w_ little bloud was fpilt, 
Iiſh or Iri Wi 1 with the ſhowers and rivers 
both of one and the other fyilt in the few years of our Pro- 
reſtant Princes,while the confſciences of the Catholicks have 
been reſtrained by the ciil Sword and penalties ? | 
Eighth, In the diſcourſe it will appear, how greatly ſome 
miſtake, which ſay 1 declame againft all Miniſtries, all, . 
Churches, all Ordinances; for 1 profeſſedly avow and maine - Jerome | 
rain, that fmce the Apoſtaſie, and the interrupting of the and the People 
fir miniftry ard order, God hath graciouſly and immeds- of God have 
atl ſtirred up and ſent forth the miniſtric of his Prophets, Membled with 
who Aur mg all the rajgne of Antichriſt, have prophefied #7 ker var” Antis 
fackcloths, ad the faints ad people of God have wore or chin, | 
left gathered to and aſſembled with them : they have praid 
a:d faſted together, and exhorted and nf each o- 
ther, and ſo S notwithſtanding that ſome are not perſwad- 
ed and ſatisfied, (as others conceive themſelves ts be) as 
ronching the doAxines of Baprifmes,and laying on of hands. 
| Laſth what ever be the Iflue of all their publick agita- 
tions, my humble and hear. ' ro the Father of mercies, 
5s for every ſoul in the three Natiohs,that deſire to fear him; ? 
whether of higher or lower ra»k,, that we may more and 
more cry and endeavony for aſſurance of perſonal reconci- 
lation i» the blood of the Jambe, wore and more for parti- 
cipation of the divine 'Nature 5» the purity and holineſs 
of the ſpirit of God : more and more lament (with Jeremy) 
the diviſion and deſolations of God's people and the holy The dury of 
Ordinances aud Worſhip of God #x Chriſt Jeſus ; more cachparticular 
and more preſs after love and all poſſible communion with yo _— 
God's people in the midſt of many differences : mere and j;gurences and 
more abound in mercy and compaſſion to: the ſoules an diftrattions. 
| conſciences: ; 


—_—_ 
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cdnſciences ; and woful condifions of prheps, Jews or Geh= 
riles, 22d n50re. a:d more prepared with the golden ſhoes of 
the preparation of the Golpel of peace, ready for all the good. 
plerynre of God in Chr it Jelus;for proſperity,far adveriity, 
#77 avundance, fr7. want, for liberty, for imprifonment, fb 
honour, for. diſhonour.. fer life, for death, ' as knowing that 
they that ſuffer w:th Jeſus, ſhall not only "Rewrne with him, 
bit here alſo in the midſt of outward ſofrbws, be filled with 
Joy #nſpeakable, and full of Glory:  _. neg 
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Being. Dcfired by .fome Loving 
Friends to caſt in my ze as to that Hea- 


_ -venly "Propoſition of Propagating the 
Goſpel of Chrif# Jeſws, 1 am humbly 
bold to Propoſe theſe Concluſions, * 
and their Conſe aries following. 


& He two great Prophets of Gods Re- * Col. 4 
NE vealed Councell, Moſes ( the Ser- _ cn = 
WY vant.) and Chrif? Je(ws CtheLord) Gada Viſhle -; 
A & as they have both declared unto Werſbr. x 

mx US a Creation, a porn the Ship- 
CY > wrack of Mankind, the Reſtauration 

: WA -the'ReSforer, {0 have ws both re- 
wyealed unto us'# viſebl- Company of the holy Worſhip- 
pers of this one' moſt glorious Creztorur and Redeemer, 
and that asfor his 'owne moſt glorioxs praiſe, loin op= - 
poſition to all falſe Gods, who alſo are attended with 
their viſibleWorſhips and Worſhippers. . ao 

In orderito Gods viſible worſhip the Lord Jeſs #5 hath 2. c oncluſ. 
broken downe the Wal of Diviſion between the Jewes 
and the reſt ofthe Nations of the World,and ſent forth #79% 9: 
his Afinifters (Wiſedomes Maidens ) unto-+all' Netrors : 
to Arp by the Goſpels throitation”) Proſelites. Cons col Meſene 1 
verts, Diſciples, ſuch as ſhould Erernilly be ſayed, "to the wo-ll. 4 
begin that heavenly and Eternall Communion in Hea- | 
ven, here it) an holy and oz/bIe Worſhip on the Earth. 
1 This going forth'of thetrue 2#iſters of Ehyiſt Je- 
{#is repreſented under the Figire of the white Troopers 
1nthe opening of the firſt Sealewherethe Lord Jeſws 
B | | 


41 


Go, _ 


The white 
; Troopers. 


'2. Concluf. - 


The White 
Troopers Rout- 
ad. - 


4+. Cenclaſ. i 


A ſtare of 
Witneſſes du- 
ring the Apo- 
ſtafie, Revel. 

' Ie, &11, 


$..Corcluſ. 


V ngins, the 
twelve times 
12000. my- 
 Ntiicall Irae- 
lies, Prophets 
=  agd Witneſes, 


[ 2.) 
In his firſt Aeſſengers rode forth upon the White horſe, 
Or Horſes ot the word of truth and meekneſſe (Plal. 45.) 
Conquering and to conquer inthe ſoxls of Men. 
 Fhirdly, From the 6. of the Revelations to the 19. 
we hear no moreof thoſe white-horjerren , that is (as 
conceive )of the Apoſtfes or Meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
(the whole ſtreame of the Intervening Prefihecies, from 
the 6. to the 19. 1nſinuating a totall Roating of the 
C hurch and Miniſtry of Chrift Jeſus, pat to flight, and 
retired into the 1/ 3lderneſſe of Deſolation.) 

Fourthly, during the dreadfull Apoſtacy and Deſo- 
lation, the Lord hath not 1: ft the World without wit- 
zee, but hath graciouſly and wonderfylly ſtirred up 
his boly Prophets and Witneſſes, ſuch as were before the 
IValdenjes more obſcure, butmore eminently the a/- 
denſes, the Wickleviſts, the Huſſztes, the Ewtheraris, the 
Calviniſts ( (ocalled ) who haveas Witneſſes prophe- 
cyedand mourned in Sack-eloath.1260 dayes or years 
C prophetically ). ſay mourned for the routing, deſo- 
lating of the Chriſtian Church'or Army : and.-panted 
and laboured after the moſt glorious Aally thereof,and 
ReStanration, 

This Teſt:-ony 1s probably. peer finiſhed, and the 
Saints by their {ute and yet following wars (Ifay proba- 
bly )muſt inrage theAxtichriſiiar workd.fo far as.to-pro- 
voke the Nations, totheir great and generall, ſlarghter, 
called the ſlaughter of the Witneſſes, Revel. 11. After 


' whichand their ſhame three years and a halfe, follow-. 


eh thcirmoſt, glorious and. joyfull Riſcng. | 
Theſe Witne//es, theſe Prophets, are probably thoſe 


The 144000. One hundred forty tour thouſand. Virgins, myſticall 1/- 


raelites; twelve times twelve, which: ſtand, with the - 
Laxzb on. Mount Zion, againſt the Romiſh BeaiF,andiare 
the ſame: Number ſealed twelve: times. twelve , Fe- 

velations 7; Put / 


[3 
Rut there tsIn/ theſame ſeventh Chapter, a num-. , ow. 
| berles Namber, which noman can number, to wit, the famous num-, 
Converts of the Nations of the world, which muſt yet Þxr of thetol- 
come-flowingunto'Chriſt Jefas, after this his famous chriſt leſus 
ſecond Conquefs over the Devi, the Dragort in the Ro- incheſerimes.. 
mane Popes, having before triumphed over him mthe 
Romeane Emperours. 

The Worlddivided ( fay our ableſt Coſnrographers Y .., Fulheſe 
into-thirty parts, as yet but fve of thirty have heard of JF rheGemiler, 
the ſweet-name of eſa: a Saviour : His Meſſengers muſt and Converſion 
yet goe forth: into the other twenty five, after the *** Jew. 
downfall of : the Papacie, when alſo at the Ful/zeſſe of 
the Gentiles, or Nations comming in, ſhall b= the joy- 
ful Kaifirg us from the Dead of the ( Accnrſed, and yet 
Beloved Nation of the) Jewes, Rom. 11. Revel. 18. &19. 45. conch. 

T heCivillftate of the Na/ions being meerly andel- 71. cjvun 
ſentially crozH,cannot ( Chriſtianly )becaltled Chri- fare cannoc 
Tian States, after the patterne of that holy and typical moto = 
Landiof Canaan, which I have proyed at largein the g$pirimalt. 
Bloudy Tenent tobe aNor: ſuch and ant unparaled Figure 
of the Spiritnall State of the Church of Chriſt Jeſus, dif- 
perſed, yet gathered to-himinall Nations. 

The civil Sword (therefore) cannot (rightfully) at 

eitHhEr in Reſtrarning the Souls of the people from Wor- 
ſhip, &c. or1n conſtrainingtheim'to Worſhip, conſidering 
thatbhere1snot a Title imthe New Teſtament of Chriſt 
Jeſus, that commits the Forming or Reforming of his 
Spouſe and Church to the civilland worldly Powers. 

Seventhly; nv:man-everdidinor' ever ſhall'truly go 
forth to Convert the Nztio7s, nor to Prophery in the 
preſent ſtateobritmeſ?s, againſt Antichriſt, but by the 
gracious Inſpiration and: 1nſtigation of the holy Spirit 
of God, accordingto FCor. 12, where the holy Spirit 

diſcourling:obthoſethree [[ Gifts, Adminiſtyations, 0- 
B 2 peratio ns | 
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perations } tells us that No man cars ſay that Jeſs is. 
the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit : : And Revel;11. Dwill 
give power tomy two Witneſles, etc, | 
 Iprejudicenotan Externall Teſt and”Call, which 
was at firſt and ſhall. be againe in- force at the Aec- 
farre&ion.of the.Churches (as Mr. CoTToN' himſelfe 
calls it in Kevel. 20._) But in the preſent State of things, 
Icannot but be humbly. bold to ſay, that F know no 
other 7rue Sender, but the moſt Holy Spirit. *And wherr 
he ſends, his Meſſengers will goe, his Prophets will Pro- 
phecy, though All the Word ſhould forbidithem; © * 
From the former. Concluſions we may firſt ſee upen- 
what a falſe Set or Word our Fathers' and. our ſelves 
have run as to.the true 14niſtry appointed by Chriit- 
Jeſs + How many thouſand.Pretenders have been and. 
are ( Proteifants and Papits ) to that :Grand'Commil;- 


' on, Matth. 28. Goe into. all Natzors; Teach and Bap- 


4 iſc, Cc? : | 

In the poor ſmall ſpan of my Life, I defired'to have 
been a diligent and Conſtant 0/erver, and \have been 
my ſelfe many wayes engaged, in City, 1n Conntrey, in 
Corrt, in Schools, 1n Univerſeties, in Chareh:s, in 014 and _ 
New-Eneland, and yet cannot in-the holy preſence of 
God bring in the He/ult ofa ſatisfying diſcovery, tffat - 
either the Fegetting Miniſtry of the Apoſtles:or :Meſſen- 
gers to the Nations, or the Feeding and Nouriſhing 1Mini- 
ſtry of Paſtors and Teachers, according to thefirſt 7eſti- 
tation of the Lord Jeſus, are yet reſtored and extant. 

It may then be ſaid, what 1s that Miniſtry that hath 
been extant ſince Luther and Calvins time-( eſpecially 
what is that 24ini3try that hath been ” + eat in 
the hand of the Lord, to the converſion of thouſands?) 

I anſwer,- The A4iniſiry of Prophets or Witneſjes, ' 
fapding with Cheil fer againſt. his great corrivall, © 

and 


L3 

and. competiour- Antichriſt, Reyel. 10. 11. 

- The whole Books of Martyrs (or Witneſſes ) is no-'rhe winitrs 
thing elſe but a large Commentary or Hiſtory, of the of Prophets 
Miniſtry of Witzeſſes, during all the Reigne of the BeaF, OY 

ed up by 
to this day.- Gad. 
 Look-upon Ferergaris with the Saints enlightned 
by him ; Look upon Yaldus with his Waldenſes in 
France, Wickliffe 1a Eng/and, John Hus, and Jerome of 
Prague 10 Bohemia z Luther 10 Germwany,Calvin in Geneva; 
what were they but the holy Prophets of Chriſt Jeſus, in 
thoſe Parts,- and other Places, and Countries, now 
cxamine their #7teſſes in two Particulars. 

. 1-: Negatively, wherein they Witneſſed againſt the 200 evo Hs 4 
Falſe, againſt the U/arpations and Abominations of Anti- thay, © 
chriſt ; and therejn they. were the .1njallible Witneſſes, 
and Prophets of Chrift Jeſus, Preaching and oft times 
Suffering to the Death for his Names ſake; - But, 

2. View them in their Poſitive Pra&iſe and Ior- 
ſo3ps,as they haveaſſumedand pretended to fuch and : 
ſuch Mzmiſtries, and Titles, and Churches, and Miniſtra-' 
tions, and'there ts nor one of them, nonot Calvin him- 
ſelfe ( the greateſt Pretender to: Chnrch-Order ) but the 
Father of Lights, tn vur timesof Light, hath been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to diſcover. their great miſtakes,: and 
wandrings from the-far{t Patternes: and -Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt JeſSo A 7 | 

I know the multitudes of Interpretations given upon , - 
Revel, 11. astouching the two Witneſſes, andthat ma- R,59005 © 
ny, if not moſt, incline to-beleeve; at leaſt to hope and 
deſire, that their//aughter may.be'paſtiand overi:vunto 
which in all humble fubmiſſion to. the holy councel/s 
of God, for Zions ſake, I moſt: heartily ſay as Jeremy 
once ſaid in another, ſomething: alike: caſe; 4m. 
But-allche Tzterpretations extant, that ever'I haye yet 


heard 


[5 ] 
"heard or read of, they ſeemvro-meto lock up the 8x» 
in a Chamber, they are too #wrrow and partienlar , and 
like ſome Almaracks, calculated for one Aferidiar and 
The Apoftacy Climate. For Antichriſtianiſme is an Uuiverſall plague” 
the Wimeſe (gre ſpread overall the Empire that was Roman - 1 
: - on Romane Popes, as Vicars of Chriſt Jeſus, pretend toa Ro- 
ell univerſal. 12ane. Catholiciſme, or Unzverſality alſo. The Lord Feſus 
his ca#ſe therefore, and the cauſe of his Saints, 1s of 2 
a more gererall and wniverſall concernment, fuch hath 
the Witzeſſe of his Seryants been in all Ages and Comr- 
tries of Europe. Now notwithſtanding many particu- 
tar //aughters ( as the Book of Martyrs and other GC ato- 
logues of Chriſts Witneſſes teſtifie ) yet I ſee it not polſ- 
 fiblethat that Scriptere can be ſatisfied; but that after 
the Vniverſall finiſhing of the Witneſſes, there muſt fol. 
low an univerſal perſecution and ſlanghtey unto which 
an #niverſall provocation, and Exaſperation by the Saints 
muſt probably precede and give Occaſion. 
Queſt. W hereto hath the former and. latter Afjn7ſtry been 
defeCtive? | | 
L anſwer, In all theſe four, their Gifts, their Cal- 
ling, their Worke, their Wages. 
ones. Firſt, IntheirGifts, for notwithſtanding they pre- 
tend to the Apoſtles Commiſſion, and' to ſacceed them, 
Mat, 28. yettheyhavenever pretended to the Gifts 
Pretences ts and Rualiifications of ſuch a cAtiniſtry, nor have they 
Mt. 23, exa- ever beer able to. clear up thoſe two Foxndations of 
mined. the Chriſtian Religion: ( Hebi 6, )the Do@rine of Bap- 
tz/-e, and the laying: on of hands: = 
Secondly, Notwithſtanding: that ſame 'plead their 
Succeſzon from the Apoſftler or Meſſengers, yet are they 
forced: torunjntoithe Tents of Antichrift,and to plead 
Sreceſfron: from: Rome',' and nether fack nor others 
which pleadtheir Calling:from the People; can prove 
to 


Cal ing, 


tomy conſtienctFrom the teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus ; that 
_ either,{ brifts ſacceſſron did run in an intichriftian line, 


or that two or three godly perſons might firft 2ake 
them ſelvesa church &then make their 1iſters, with- 
out a preceding Miniſtry from Chriſt Jeſus unto them, 
to gather, and tog#idethem in fuch their Adminiftrati- 
ons. 
Thirdly the worke of that Wor arr en (Mat. 28.) was 
exerciſed and adminiſtred ro the Nations , as Nations, 
and the World, but all ourprofefſed Miniſtrations for- 
mer and latter have been carried on in a grand and 
common mUktery”) for the converting of a converted peo- 
ple, for if we grant all Proteſtant Natzonrto be Chriſtians, 
and ſo 2& with them tn prayer-as' Chriſtzans, and the 
ch#ldren'sf Go; how can we pretend to convert the 
corverted, and to preach untothem to convert them ? 
One or other rrmaſt be dented,” to wit, that they are 
cenyerted, or ifmwcoroerted,that we may offer up Chr; . 
ſtizm-and Spiritu ll Sacrifices with them. No Herau!d, 
no Fmvaſſador tent to a city or arry of Rebels did ever 
(conſtantly leaſt of all') performe ſuch aTjons of ſtate 


{ with thoſe Rebels, which repreſents or renders them in 


| 2 


a. capacity of honeft yu >yer-4gr Subjetts, Oh the Pati- 
ence and borbearaxceand Long-ſuffering.of the z29/t High, 


whoſe Eyes yet are as'a flame of Fire. 
Fourthly, In thejr Wages, whether by Tithes or other- 


| wiſe, they have alwayes run in the way of an Hire h 
and rendred ſuch Forkemen abſolute Hirelizgs between 


whom and the true'Sheepheard(Joh.10.)the Lord Jeſus 
puts ſo expreſſe and ſharp a Difference: fo that in all 
humble ſubmiſſion, Iam bold to maintaine , that- it is 
oneof the grand Deſigrresof the moſt High, to breake 
downe the Hireling Minifity, that Trade, Faculty, Cal- 
lmg and Living, by Preaching, and that if All the Prin- 
ces 
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 ces,; States, Parliaments and Armies, in the world ſhould 


joyne their Heads and Hearts and. Armes. and Shoulders, 
to ſupport it, yet beinga part of Babel and confuſion, 
it [hall ſinkeas a Mil-ſtone from the Angels hand 1nto 
the deepsfor ever. DAR CE. b 

' But 1s not the Labourer worthy of. his Reward 5 

I anſwer, Thereis no Keward({ by infinite degrees) 
comparable to an hundred fold (though with: per- 
ſecution) in this Life, and in the world to come eternal. * 
l;fe, to all that deny theraſelves1n this Life,and doe,and 
teach, and ſuffer for the name of the Sox of God. 

Moreſtridly and particularly I anſwer, . 

Firſt, He that makes a Trade of Preaching, that makes 
the cure of Souls,and the charge of mens/eteraall well- 
fare, a trade, a maintenance, and lving, and that cx pli-, 
citely makes a covenant or bargaine ( and therefore no 
longer perny no longer Paternoſter, no long pay no lon- 
ger-pray, nolonger Preach ,.nq longer faſt, ec. ),T am 
humbly confident ta maintaine, thatithe Son of God: 
never fat ſvech a one to be a Labourer in his Yizezard: 
Such Motions ſpringnot fromthe livingand yolunta- 
ry Spring of the holy Spirit of God, but from the Ar- | 
tificiall and worldly reſpects af; 1owey , Maintenance,, 
EXC Hl. | 
W herein conſiſts the making of the Hirelingr , ex- 
p 7cit, and zmplicit Bargaine. 

{ anſwer, Tis explicite, expreſſeand plaine, when 
there isa mutuall declaring and agreeing, for ſo much 
or ſomuch, in one kindeoranother,, as the! Levite a. 
greed. with 2icha in the Judges. Tr 

Of this ſort of explicite and plaine Bargaines by way 
ct Tithes, ſtipend,&c. How is our owneand other Na- 
tonsfall,and how many thouſands are there of the 
inſtances of moving and removing trem Leaner to' fatter 
| Benefices 
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;Benefices, like the former Levite, from the poor Chap- 


lain-ſhip of Micabs family, tothe morerich and emi- 


-nent Devotion of a Tribeof Dar, juſt like Servants hi- 


red by the yeare (' more orleſle ) ſtay not when they 


-hear of proffers of more Eaſe and better Wages. 


Secondly, an impliciteor implied Bargaine or Come 
pa&is when there paſlerh no expreſſe Agreement for,ſo 
much or ſo much, but having been brought up (as 
weſay) tothat only Trade, they muſt make their li- 
ving oft, and therefore being ſomething convinced 
of the Groſfler way, they are content as Water-mer , 
Porters, andthe like, with ſome kind of 7»timations by 


word of mouth, or in courſe which ſhall amount to - 


ſuch a promiſe as this expreſſe: I know your Fare, 
your Dxe, I will content you, ec. Truſtto my Conrte- 


fie: Thetriall of this is plaine, for without ſuch an 


Implication' or implicite promiſe, the Hireling will 
nat, indeed he cannot (having no other way to live 
on ) :move his Lip or Tongxe, no more then a Water- 
max.Or Porter, his Hazd or Foot. 

Secondly, as tothe Laboxrer worthy of his Reward, 


I anſwer, we find no other pattern in the Teſtament of 


Chriſt Jeſus, but that both the Converting ( or Apoſtoli- 


call Miniſtry ) and the Feeding (or Paſtorall Mmniſtry ) 


did freely ſerve or miniſter, and yet were freely ſuppor- 
ted by the Saints and Churches. nr that = A Nedted 
Wages, Tithes, Stipends, Sallaries, &*c. but with larger 
or leſſer ſupplies, as he Hand of the Lord was more or 

lefle extended in his weekly bleſſings on them. 
. - Thirdly, when-either through poverty or zecle. 
ſupport and maintenance failed, yet ſtill they eyed ( as 
Sea men and Souldiers ſay ) the Good of the Voyage, and 
the Batte/(the common Cauſe of the LordJeſis and their 
owne hands day and night, ſupplied their owne and 
C others 


An implicic 
Bargaine(bke 
an Onion ) is 
a Bargaine in» 
folded and 
wrapt up with 
more ſubcle _ 
retlings, && 


The firſt pat- - 


reme of Mi- 
niſters Main- 


2 


reNAlICEs 


[10] 
others Neceſſities. And this was and will be the ancly 
b way of the Lahonrers of the Son of God. pt UL 
 Objefiion, The Prieits and Levites under the Law had ſetled 
and conſtant Maintenance. | | 

I anſwer, Bleſſed be the Father of Lights who hath 
ſhewne his people of late times, the great difference 
between the ſtated and ſetled National) church, the 1i- 
niftry, and maintenance thereof, and the ( ordinary) af- 
flicted, moving, flying, ſtate of the chyreh,and Church- 

| es of Chriſt Tejas all the world over”  ' .* | 
Qbjetion. _ Although it be granted that the Hireling XMiniſtry, 
: both explicrte and implicite,gs none of chriſzs, =o this 
1s wonderfull, what ſhould bethe Keaſon why lo much 
good hath been wrought thereby, as the coryerſion of 
thanſkands > Or. 72 45; 2» 
I anſwer, All the wifedowe, mercy, goodweſſe, and pie- 
Gods ingnice 7) that 1510 us, 1s buta drop to the Ocean of that which 
_patience in I1s1n the Father of wercies, who with infinite pity and 
hearing with patience, paſleth by the ignorances and weakneſſes of his 
Failing. © Children. Hence Lather and other Monks, Cranmer and 
other B;hops, Calvin and other Presbyterians, God hath 
graciouſly covered their Fazlings, and accepted his 
owne Grace of good Deferes, good AffeFions and En 
deavours, though many wayes defiled with fin, 
Thus was his infinite Goodre/e pleaſed to over- 
look the ſin of Poligamie, or many Waves, in which ſo. 
many of the Fathers or Patriarchs of Iſrael, were 
brought forth. | 
Thus was he pleaſed to paſſe by the ſins of the H7eb 
places, where Solomon himſelfe offered Sacrifice. And 
yet as tothis great pointiof good being. done. we may 
with truth aſſert two things. | 
Firſt, where God hath been pleaſed to bring in one- 
foule to Himſelfe by the Hiroliug Miniſtry, many hs 
| ave. 


FOR 8. v, 
5 uy , * 
: y - 
4 I1 
i 4 ES > 
"i hs 


have been brought home by the voluntary and more The moſtve. © 
ſingle preachings of forme,” whether publick or private z luntary : 
by the endeavour of private chriſtians, by the reading precenng a 
of the holy Scriptwres, by godly examples, by affii@&ions, fruitful. 
me” * 
Hence wofull experience hath made it evident, that 

many excellent men (in their perſozz5, and the graces 
of Gods Spirit) have laboured a ſcore of yeares and Fxcclent 
more, in an Hireling way, without the birth of one G04, who ne- 
childto God + while others fingly out of Love to Chriſt ver knew the 
Teſus, have deſpiſed Barguines and Hire, and been more Ifended | 
abundantly bleſt with mercifull /acceſe and fruitfulneſs. Prophers, 
Hence ſure it is that there haye been and are many ex- ' 
cellent Prophets and VVitneſſes of T hriſt Teſus, who never 
entred ( as they ſay) into the Afmiſtry, towit, Lawyers, 
Phyſetians, Souldiers, Tradeſmen, and ethers of higher 
and lower razk, who by Gods holy Spirit ( breathing 
on their meditations of the holy Scriptures, and other 
pitvate helps) have attained and much-improved, an 
excellent Spirit of knowled ge, and Utterance in the holy 
' things of Jeſus Chriſt, Which ſpirit they ought to che- 
riſh, and further to tmprove, tothe praiſe of Chriſt. 

Amongſt fomany Tftances (dead and living ) to 
the everlaſting praiſe of Chriſt 7eſus, and of his holy. Pry 
Spirit, breathing and bleſling where he liſteth, I can- be Prong þ 
not but with honorable Teſtizzony remember that Emi- , brane of a 
nentChriſtian,V Vitneſs, & Prophet of Chriſt,even that de- ar en 4 | 
ſpiſed and yet beloved Samuel How, who being by Cal- tes, Sarilel 
ling a-Cobler, and without humane Learning C which How. 
yet In its /pheare and place he honoured ) whayetT 
ſay, by ſearching the holy Scriptures, grew ſo excel-_ 
lenta Textmary or Scripture learned man, that few of 
thoſe high Rabbies.that ſcorneto meng or make a Shoe, 
could aptly and readily from the holy Scripture, out-. 
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go him. And however ( through the 0ppreſſzor's up- 
on ſome mens Conſciences, even in Life and Death, and 
after death in reſpe& of Burying, as yet unthought and. 
unremedied ) I fay, however he was forced to ſeck a 
Grave or bed1n the very Highway, yet was his life, and 
death,and buriall (being attended with many hundreds 
of Gods people) honourable, and ( how-much more. 
bis Riſeng againe) glorioms.. | | 

But ſecondly, Tre and Right prophecying and Preach-- 


ing,at firſt was, and ſhall be. ( becauſe after Gods own. 


way and Ordinance ): beyond all compare with pre- 


ſent. Times, gloriouſly. and wonderfully .Szcceffwl. 
Thus 4&s 2, & 5. &c. paore Sirmers came mourning. | 


after a Saviour by thouſands. 


The Church and peopleof God 'fmce the dpeſtag, is. 
an Army routed, andcan hardly. preſerve and ſecureit: 


ſelfe, much leſfſe ſubdue and conquer. others, like a 


Veſſel becalmed at Sea, which: though it make ſome: 


way. by Rowing and Towing, yet not comparable to 


what it doth when the mighty galcs of Gods holy $pi- : 
rit breath (as moſt he uſeth to doe.) in the wayes - 


of his owne moſt holy Appointments. 
Thirdly, We may ſee a great miſtake as touching 


that great point of Converſtor : There is a great breath- - 


ing in the ſox]s of Gods peopleafter the Converſion of 


the Engliſh, Triſh, Jewes, Indians, and bleſſedibeGodfor + 


thoſe Breathings. Yet doubtletile the firſt great worke 


is the bringing of the Saints out of Babel, or confuſed - 
worſbips, and the downefal of the Papacie, after the wit- 
neſſes ſlaughtered, Hence 1t is probably conceived: by - 
ſome upon Kevel.15. that untill the 71s :be powred - 


forthupon Antichriſt, the .ſmoak ſo filleth the Tem- 


ple, that no man, that is (few ofthe Jewes or Gentiles) | 


ſhall by converſionenter in... 
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Some willay, haue there not been great and migh-' ©ueſt 
ty coxverſions of whole Nations, England, Scotland, 
French, Dutch, &c. from Popery to be good Proteſtants, 
&C, 2. : TIRE X28 | | ® | 
I anſwer, If the holy Scripture, the firft pattern, and The bodies - 


| dolefullexperience may be judge, as an eminent Per- of Proreſtant 


ſon-lately ſpake( upon occaſion of a Debate touching. ons yer. 


the Converſ.on of the-Indians)we havelndians at home, 
Indians in Correwall, Indians in Wales, Indians in-Ire- 


lard, yeaastothe point of true Converſior, and Regenes 


ratzanby Gods fpirit, who can deny but that the body: 
of this and of alother Proteſtant Nations (as wellas 
Popiſh ). axe-unconverted; and ( as formerly ) ready to 
be converted and turned' forward and back ward, as 
the Y/eather-tock, according as the powerfull wind of a 
prevailing: Sword: and: Authority, ſhall blow from the: 
various points and quarters of it; . 

By themercitull 4ſ/z57ance of the moſt High, Thave: 
deſired to labour 1n Fxrope, in-eAmerica, with Engliſh, 
with Barbarians, yea, and alſo I have longed after 
ſometrading with the Jewes themſelves (for whoſe 
hard meaſure I feare the Nations and England, hath yet 


aſcoreto pay ) But yet ( as before-) I cannot ſee but 


15 to deſtroy the Papacy, in order to which, two great: purpoſes of 
VVorks are farſt to be effected. *  Cheiſt Leſus-- 
Firſt, H1s:caling of his people more and more out of 
the Babel of confuled Yorſhips, Miniſtries, &c. andthe 
fioiſhing of their Teſtimony againſt the Beaſt. - | 
Secondly, the great ſufferings and: flaughters of the 
Saints, upon occalion of which Chriſt Teſus m his holy 
wrath and. jealouſie, will burne-andteare the bloody 
whore.of Rome, 10 pieces. After which effected, the 
numberleſfſe number, Revy-7, the fidlveſſe of the Gen- 
tiles 


that the firſt and preſent great Deſ#gne of the Lord Jeſus bly rage 
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4 #i{es ox Nations (Rom. 9.) together with the Tewes, ſhall 
flow to Jeſus Chriſt. .  - DU af) 
Thirdly,we may hence ſee our great-miſtakes.both of 
3. Conſeftary. our felves & our Fore-fathers,*as to the pretended Seed - 
plots and Serinaries for the Miniſtry, the! Univerſities 
of Furope, and the Univerſities of this Nation; for al- 
although I heartily acknowledge. that among-all the 
ou tward Gifts of God, humane learning'ahd the krow- 
ledge of Languages and good Arts, are excellent and Ex- 
cell other outward gifts, as far as /zeþt excels da*h-eſſe, 
and therefore that-Schools of humane: Learning, ought 
to. be maintained, in a due way and'cheriſhed: yet not- 
"="2097 Fe withſtanding, I» ordine ad miniſterinin,astothe miniſtry 
Cnivete Mm. Of Chriſt Zeſus ( any one of thoſe winifteries, Epheſ. 4. 
piſtry of & 1 Cor. 12.) upona dueſurvey of their 7eſt/tutions 
Chriſt fefus, and continuall praiſes compared” with the 'laſt will 
Ifticutions, and Teſtazernt of Chriſt Jeſus, they will be found to 
| be none of Chriſts, and that in many reſpe&s. 
Firſt, as to thename Scholar, although as to humane 
_ learning, many wayeslawfull, yet as it 18appropriated 
The title ro ſuch as practiſe the Afiniſtry, have been at the Uni- 
Scholar aÞ" erfaties ( as they ſay) It 15a ſacrilegions and theeviſh 
_ propriated to © ” / ws & 
the Miniſters, t#tle, robbing all 5elievers and Saints,who are frequent- 
Fo, 2 facrilegions Jy inthe Teſtamentof Chriſt, ſtiled Diſciples or Scholars 
title, oO . | | %. 
2x of Chriſt Jeſus, and only they as Befeevers, and this 
Y Title is ſo much theirs. that both 'wer and* women 
beleeving, were called Schollars, A&.'g. There was a 
certaine Diſciple or Schollar called Dorkas. * FE 3.6] 
Secondly, As to their /onkiſb and idle courſe of life, 
partly ſo gentile arid ſtately, partly ſo vain B ſaperſtions, 


{ 


ful and an unworthy 4: But the Church is built upon 


the 


that to weta finger in any pains or labor,it ts a difgrace- * 


the Forndation of the Apoſtles & Prophets, who wete La- | 
bonrers, Fiſhermen, Tert-makers, Jeſus Chriſt Calthough + + 


Maw lt HOU 
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the Prince of Life yet) a-poor carpenter, the chief corner tlunerfidies 
ſtone, And F cannot but concerve, that although it inorderto / 
ſhould not pleaſe the moſt holy and jealous God to CO at 
ſtir up this rezowned State, and their renowned Crom- ned Monaſte- 
well(the 2d) to deale with our refined 1Monaſteries , as s 

that bleſſed Cromwell the firſt did with the more groſle 

and Palpably ſuperftitions in Henry the Eighth his days: 

Yet in his time the Lord Jeſus whoſe is all power in 

Heaven and Earth will ſpue out theſe Serminaries of 
Hirelings, and miſticall 7rcharts out of his mouth, 
as-he*hath done their Fathers the ſuperſtitions. and 


 bloudy Bifhops before them: 


Thirdly, AS to their Popiſhand vituiting Titles. {o Pharifaicall 
ſtrange from the New Teſtament and 1a9guage of Chriſt and Popiſh 
Teſus, or any word or title that came forth of his bleſſed Ti 
month, ['Bachellors of Divinity ( or Godlineſſe) DoGor of 
Dzvinity, fo clearly and expreſly oppoſite to the com- 
mand of the Lord Jeſus: Call no man Father,Do@or,@c. 
that is, by way of Emmenty in ſpirituall and heavenly 
regards,Rebvi, Rabbi, Door DoGor,&c.T omit (becauſe and 
poſtibly for ſhameTeft off in theſe dayes) their child- penones 
Iſh cerezz#nics(uſgd even by the moſt holy and conſci- tings and = 
encious) in their ſuperſtitious commmencings and creat- Commen- 
ings, &c. Their holy Gownes ( black! and red ) holy bngy 
caſſocks, holy caps,, holy ſcarfs, holy Rings, yea, and 
holy: bootes alſo, &c. ' Allas' far from the purity and 
ſimplicity ofthe Son of God, as faras the honeſt» 4f- 
tire of ſome ſober and chaft 2Zatror,, from the wanton 


and flaunting varitier, of ſome Painted Harlot. Spiriruall ex- 


Fanrthly, Asto their (pretended)spirituall and ho- erciſes proper 
ly exerctfes proper'onely to” the Churches and Afſem- 9nly co the 

. <IY : - Chnrches and 
blies of the Saints (theonely Schools of the Prophets ap- agemblics of 
[pointed by Chr: 
| Courts impoſed! 


Jeſs :) How have they been by oxy ws 

_ , Xt © 7 true Schools 

upon every raturall and unſpirituall THenc00" 
INAanNn, phets. 
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.man, who (in Truth) perceives not the things. that be 


of God: How have they been proſtituted to every 
prophane and unclean: /yp; unto whom ſaith God(P;a. 


$0) What baſtthou to doe to preach.-my word, and 


"The Hirelings 


wofull Trade 


and Merchan- 


dire. 


Obje. 


Anſw. 


Excellent & 
holy men in 
the bondage 
of finfull-In- 
ſtirurions, 
-Superſtirions. 


Soft 


to take my. name intothy.mouth ? op | 
Fifthly, As to their being prepared and fitted by 
theſe means, as ina way of Prertifhip, to ſet up the 
Trade and way of Preaching, the ſcience or faculty of 
Spirituall merchandize ptr 18. in a deep Miſtery) 
of all ſorts of ſþices and precious tbings, the precious 
ſweet Truths and Promi(es .of holy Scripture; yea, 
——_—_ we may with holy trembling add) a trade of 
elling God h1 {clfe, Chriſt Jeſus, the Holy Spirit, Hea- 
ven and land (too too often)their. own Soxls.and the 
Souls of thanſands, SE cooe is of 
But havethere not come excellent wen fromthence, 
famous for Learning, Holineſſe , Labours; Succeſſe 1n the 
Souls of thouſands, Ec? | | 
I ſay, There have been excellent. men ( ſome ſay 
Popes and Cardinals, and we are ſure) Lord Biſhops 


.and Monks in their perſapall Holineſſe, gifts, Lear- 


ning, Labours, Succeſſe, and therein famous Pro- 
phets and Witneſſes of Chriſt Jeſus; yea , they have 
ſealed the holy Truths of God, which they havelear- 
ned from the holy Scriptzres, and which they have 
declared to others, I ſay they have ſealed them with 
their .heart.blood, but that's no juſtification of their e- 
vill Ttandinge, Inſtitutions, Adminiſtrations, &c. which 
(as by degrees it hath pleaſed the Father of Lightc to 
diſcover unto them)they have.come out of ſuch For- 
dage with ſhameand ſorrow, and laboured afterthe py- 
rity and fmplicity of the Son of God. _ 

_ But extraordinary, gifts be ceaſed, how ſhall now . 


the - people of this Nation be ſupplyed with 24i- 


niſters, 
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niſters, but from: ſuch Semcinarier of Learning, which 
fit men both with'Learning to know, and Eloquence to 


» i utter the heavenly Myſteries : Or would you have the 
d | people beof no Religzon at all, meer Atherits, without 
| God, without his Word, without a 11niſtry, 8&c 2 
Y - Tanſwer, *Tis true, thoſe glorious: firſt miniſterial 
© gifts areccaſed, and that's or ſhould be the /amentation j,1* counter- 
f | of all Saints, to wit, the deſolation and widow-hood of poſtolical Mi- 
) Zion : yetI humbly conceive that without thoſe gifts, iſtly. 
A it is no ground of. 7#itati0z, and-of going forth to 
- Teach and Baptiſe the Nations, for, the Apoſtles them- 
t ſelves did not attempt that »ighty enterpriſe, but wait- 
F* ed at Jeruſalem untill the Holy Spirit deſcended on 
them, and inabled them for that mighty work - leaſt 
of all 1s that a ground of counterfeiting, and of ſuborning 
2 2 liveleſſe piFure of that firſt MiniSitry ( like Jeroboams 
E Inſtitutions ) when.every one that hath friexds may be 
preferred to Fellowſhips in Colledges, to the ſuperſtitious 
y Degrees and: Titles-of Diviaity (as they call it ) and 
Ds by theſe #azrer aſcend up the Goſfel preferments of rich 
Fe and honourable Bexefices.” Yet | 
4 _ Secondly, Far beijt from:me to derogate from that 
'E honourable civility of training np of Youth in Languages, 
a and other humane LTearrivg, whether in the City of E- 
'E Lo/ND ON, or other Townes and Cities, &c. All that j,q ui | 
b I bear witneſle againſt, is the conrzterfeiting and ſacrile- Youth in hu-. 
0 $1045 Ng es the titles and rights of Gods Saints, wb T1 Sg 
h | andChrches (as before) which'arethe only Schools &jng chem 
of the Prophets - As alſo agatnſt their ſacrilegious and! with the 
Be ſuperſtitious Degrees I's they cal}them ) in the pro- ious Pe 
= feſfion of Divinity, as if they only knew Divinity, God- Lord, moſt = 


lineſſe, Holineſſe, and by ſuch {kill in godlineſſe, and by civiſtin and _ 
w ſuch Degrees might ſacceed the ancient Seribes ang Honourable 
Phariſees, in the uppermoſt ſeats in Synagogues and 
| D Feaſts, 
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Feaits, in Reverend titles and ſalutations, as theon] 
Maſters and Teacher: of Religion and godlineſſe, and all 


_ this in the way of the Hzreling, dividing (Dar.11.) the 


oy 


The Civill 
State never 
made good 
work in ſpt- 
ritualls, 


The body of a 
Civill Stare or 
Nation, and 
the ele or 
choſen of 
God out of 
each Nation » 
muſt becight- 
ly diſtinguiſh- 
ed. 


whole Land tor gaine : ſo that there hath not been 
roome ( withour ſome ſpeciall and extraordinary pri- 
viledge and licenſe ) for the pooreſt Cottager to livein 
England,out of the Biſhops Dioceſſe and the Prieſts Pariſh, 
and Payments : therefore; | | : 
Thirdly, In all humble reverence and due ſubmi{ſ- 
fjon to the Higher Powers, I affirme, there was never 
meerly Civill State in the World. ( for that of the Jewes 
was mixt and Ceremoniall) that ever did or ever ſhall 
make good work of it, with a civi/ ſword in ſpirituall 
matters, and therefore have but builded & pluckt down, 
planted and pluckt up,C hurches, MiniStries, Diſciplines, 8c, 
I acknowledge with thankfulnes,that many heavenly 
Spirits,in K:Edwards, 9:Elizabeths days,and fince that, 
have been forming and reforming the ſtates and nations, 
Religion, Worſhip, MiniStry, 8c. Doubtleſle mntentions 
were holy (as Davids ) labours great,;8 Gods mercy,and 
pity and patzence infinite; yet experience long and ever 
hath told us That there was never a Natioz yet born 
ina day to God, That the bodies of all Nations is a part 
of the world, and although the holy Spirit of Godin e- 
very Nation where the Word comes, waſheth White 
ſome Blackamores,and changeth ſomeLeopards ſpots,yet 
the bodzes and bulks of Nations, cannot by all the 4s 
and Statutes under heaven, put off the Blackamores 
ſkin, the Leopard ſpots, &c. O why then ſhould the 
wiſedome of fo many Ages, ftill each after other, be 
preacht' ( by the prevailing Hirelings of each time, a- 
gaineand again ) into the ſelfe-ſame deluſion of waſhing 
the Blackamore, &Kc# | 


There 
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There isnot a Towne, nora Pariſp, nor a perſon in 
England, but judge themſelves chriſtian, and'to that 
end challenge theright and »ſe of ( a Miniſter, in ſacris 
ſome ( asinall Religions 1n the world itis ) to ſerve 
the Dietiethey worſhip, ex officzo, as $acerdotes,or ho- 
ly perſons for and with them, in prayers and holy 
Rites. 

This mine eyes have often ſeen among thouſands 
of the wild, yet wiſe Americans, who yet (alas) as all 
the Nationsof Exrope, and the world are utterly unca- 
pable of Formes and M7n7ſters (or Officers ) of Chriſti- 
an worſhip,while yet in their zatural/ and worldly capaci- 
ties, not borne againe, made jpiritual/and beavenly, by. 
the holy ſpirit of God, Yet, 

Fifthly, I deſire uprightly to be far from divers 
 waights and meaſures in the things of God( eſpecially ) : 
and therefore I deſire not that /berty to my ſelfe., 
which I would not freely and impartially weigh out 
toall the corſciences of the world befide: And there- 
 foreI doe humbly conceive, that it is the wi of the 
moſt High, and the expreſfle and abſolute Duty of the 
civil powers to proclaim an abſolute freedom in all the 3 
Nations, yea in all the world -( were their power ſo 
large)that each Towze, and D7viſoz of people, yea, and 
perſon, may freely enjoy what worſhip, what miniſtry, 
what -22i7tezance to afford them, their ſoul defireth. 

— Tothis end Tam humbly bold to offer,that it is not 
the will of the Father of Spirits, that all the conſciences 
and ſpirits ofthis Natiox ſhould violently (V7 &* armis) 
be forced into one way of worſhip, or that any Towne or 
Pariſh (ſo called) 1n Englazd, Scotland, or Ireland, be 
diſturbed in their worſ9ip, ( what mercy loeveriit be ) 
by the civz/ ſword: If the people freely chooſe that. 
way of worſhip, and eviniſtry, and maintenance they 
| | EBB » 3 _—_— 
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dome 1n | 
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all che co” 
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the world. 
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walk in, yea if they will freely pay them the Tenths 
orFilths, I ſhall not envy their Miniffers maintinance, 
nor diſturb either miniſter or peoplesconſcience by any 
other ſword, but with: that: ſpiritua/ ſword of two 
edges, the ſword of Gods ſpirit, the holy word of God... 
Grant the bodies. of the Nations to be but zatara/, bur 

civill, and therefore cannot without the changings of 
Gods ſpirit, be poſſibly fit as ſpiritual flocks of ſheep, for 
ſpiritnall Paſtors, or ſhepheards to feed and build thera 
up with the ſpirituall Ordinance of Chrift J:ſas 2 yet 
need they not a converting or begetting miniſtry © 
Chriſt Jeſus, to preach Repentance to them, to ſpiritua-' 
lize and change them? And if ſo, where ſhall ten 
thouſand Miniſters be had. to goe to (about ) that - 
number of Parifhes in England, without the conſtant 
ſupplies of the feed-plots and Seminaries, the Univer/i- 
ties of the Nation? | | 

> Tanſwer, Firſt, there are great Diſpates among Gods 
people whether Apoſtles or Meſſengers ſent outto teach 
and baptife, that is, to Convert 7.2 Nations, be yet an 
Ordinance of Chriſt Jeſs continaed, or being extraor- 
dinary ceaſed? There 1s a great diſpute whether the 
1Miniitry of the twelve( Matth. 10. ) or of the 70{(Lzk. 
IC. > be continued fince.they both. had an 7medzate 
call frem Christ, 244; 

And ſecondly, Such excellent gifts, abil:ties, and fur- 
ziture fromChriſt,which now we find noneare furniſh. . 
ed with, ashealing the ſich, raifing the dead,cafting out 
Devils, &c. Further, whether all thefe gifts and adn. . 
niStrations, Epheſ. 4, & 1 Cor. 12. beto be expetted? 

For my felfe I am ſure of two things. 

Firſt;Tt ts but littfe of the Forld yet that hath heard 
of the loſt eifate of mwarnkinde, and of a Saviour, Chriſt 
Teſus, andas yet the fullneſſe-of the. Gentiles is not yet 


come, . 


ſ2r} 
come, and probably ſhall not, untill the down?full of 
the Papacy.* Yet © | | 
Secondly, The Xinifry or Service of Prophets,” and Yerof the 
I itnefſes, mourning and Prophecying in Sack-cloath, Gad hrs gn and 
hath immediately ſtirred up and continued all along Merc n 
the rergne of the Beat, and Antichrist of Rome. fackclorhcon- 
This Witnefle js (probably ) neer finiſhed, and the ©22<% | 
bloudy #orme ofthe ſ/rrghter of the 17 itneſes, 1s yet to 
be expected and prepared for : But this, and the'timze, 
and many paſlages of Revel. 11.'1s Controverſeall, and 
{>mething like that of Chrij7s expected perjonall pre- 
ſence, the ſtate of the New: Jery/alem, the new Heavens 
and Earth, &c, | Tg 
However this is cleare, that all that are betruſted 
with ſprritnallor temporall Tallents, muſt Iay them out 
for their Lord and Maiter. his Advantage.” 

T hat, allof what rank ſoever)that have &zowledge & The Miniſtry 
atterance of heavenly Myſteries, & therein are thel ords _—_— __— 
Prophets & Witneſſes againſt Antichriff, muſt Prophecy i= OE 
gainſt falfe Chriifs, falſe Faith, falſe Love, falſe Joy, falſe Gods Pro- 
Worſhip, and Miniitrations, falſe Hope, and falſe Heaven, 4mm _ 
whichpoor ſouls in a goldendream expett 8 look for. tion, muſt nor 

This Prophecy ought to be ( chiefly) exerciſed a- oy 
mong the S47nts in the companies, meetings, and aſſem- Talents oh 
blies of the fellow--ourners, and witneſſes againſt the 7A 
falſhoods of Antichrift: Tf any come 1n ( as in 1 Cor. 

14.) yea if they come to catch, God will graciouſly 
more or leſſe youchſafe to catch them if he intends to 
ſave them, - 
. Butfor the going out to the Nations, Cities, Townes 
as to the Nations, Cities, and Townes of the World, wn- 
converted, antill, the downefall .ofſche Papacy, Revel. the apotto. © 
18. and/fo the mounting of the Lord Jeſ4s, and his licall miniſtry - 
white Troopers againe, Revel. 19, &c. For the going *2*Þ< Nati- 
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out of any to preach upon hire, for the going out to 
convert ſizners, and yet to hold coxammion with them 
as Saints jn prayer : For thegoing out without ſuch a 
powerfull Ca/from Chris?, as the twelve and the ſe- 
yenty had : or without ſuch ſuitable gifts as the firſt 
Miniſtry was furniſhed with, and this eſpecially with- 
out a due knowledge of the Period of the Prophecies to 
be fulfilled, [haveno Faith toa&, norin the AGings 
and Miniſtrings of others : for 
T here is but one God, Lord and Spirit , from whom 
thole Gifts, Aden: and Operations proceed, 1 
Cor.12. without whoſe holy & heavenly concurrence 
in all thoſe three, both Gifts and Adminiſtrations and 
oo ſtead of Glorifying the name of Chriſt, and 
aving Souls, we may Blaſpheame his Name , and grieve 
his ſpirit, and hinder and harder poor ſouls againſt Re- 
pertance, when by fellowſhip in prayer with them as 
with Saints; we perſwade them of their( already ) 
bleſſed ſtate of Chriſtianity , and that they are New- 
born, the ſaints, and ſons, and danghters of the living 
God; therefore. | | 
Laſtly, Tf it ſhall pleaſe our moſt Noble Governours, 
to ſearch into the inſtitution and conſtitution ( as they 
have done of the Dzoceſar ſo alſo) of the National and 
Pariſh Churches.(concerning which I ſhal humbly ſub- 
joyn ſome 9werzes in thecloſe of all;) | 
If they pleaſe to take off the Toaks, the Soul Toaks of 
binding all perſons to ſuch parochiall or pariſh formes, 
permicting them to injoy their own belef., whether 
within or without ſuch Parifh worſhips., Pariſh mainte- 
ance, Pariſh maryings , Pariſh Buryings, by which the 
ſouls and conſciences of ſo many haye been inbondz- 


ged in [fe and death, and (their, bodies, in _reſpet of | 
g - 


4 uryings) after dcath. 
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If they ſhall pleaſeſo far (it not to countenance yet.) 
to permit impartially All coxſciences . and eſpecially preedom for 
the conſciences, the meetings and aſſemblings of taithfull the people to . 
and conſcionable people, (the Yo/untiers in preaching wee . 
C briſt Jeſus ) : ſoas that what people and perſons pleale, aſſemblies 
may peaceably frequent and repaire to fuch ſpirituall _ che 
meetings and aſſemblies,as they doe the Pariſh Churches: 401 pore ful 
I am humbly confidenr, that as to the point of conver- means of ble- 
ting ſows to God (ſo faras the preſent ſtate of Ebriſtiani. [44 3nd Soul- 
ty can be ſo promoted) the ſouls of thouſands will bleſle the Nuioa, 
God more, then if Mi//ions of Hirelings were ſent a- | 
broad from all the Vnzver/etzes, both of Popiſh and Pro- 
teſtant Countries. | | 
Fourthly, Upon the groxds firſt laid, I obſerve the 4 CoſeFay. 
greatand wonderfull mzi5Zake both our owne and our _ 
Fathers, as tothe c:vill powers of this world, ating in -w 7 ae Ig 
ſpirituall matters. T have read (as bleſled Latimer once covill power, 
(id) the laſt VWil/ and Teſtament of the Lord Jeſus over i" ſpiritual 
many times , and yet I cannot findeby one tittle of ©: 
that Teſtament, that if he had been pleaſed to have ac- 
ceptedofa temparall Crowne and Government, that ever 
be would haveput forth the leaſt finger of zemporal, 
civill power, in the matters of his ſpirituall affairs a1 
Kingdome. 
Hence muſt it lamentably be againſt the Teſtimon 
of G brift is. for the Civill ſtate to impoſe upon the 
Soules ofthe People, a Religion, a Worſhip, a Mini- 
ſtrg, 0aths(in Religious and Civil affairs, )T:thes,Times, 
Days, Martyings and Baryings in holy ground, yet in 
force, as I have( TI hope) by the helpe of God, fully 
debated that great 2xeſtiox with Maſter Cotto, and 
waſht off all his late waſhings of that: bloody Tenen 
of Perſecution, &c. | 
What is then the expreſle duty of the Civill _ Queſt. | 
| | rate, 
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ſtrate, asto Chriſt Jeſus his Goſpell and Kingdome ? 

I anſwer, I know how wofully that Scripture, Kings 

foall be thy nurſing Fathers, &c. hath been abuſed , and 

- el{wheceI haveat largedifcufſed that, and other ſuch 

OhjeGions : At preſent, I humbly conceive, that the 

great Duty, of the Magiſtrate, as to ſpiritusls, will turne 


, upon theſe two Hinges. | 
The Civill Firſt, In removing the Civill Bars, ObftruFions , 
| - > qpopy Hinderances, 1n taking of thoſe Toaks, that pinch the 


ſpirituals,tur- VETY Soules and conſciences of men 5 ſuch as yet are the 
ning upon = payments of Tithes,.and the Maintemance of Miniſters, 
wo 25% they havenofaith in : Such arethe inforced 0aths,and 
ſome ceremonies therein, in all the Courts of Ja#rice, 
ſuch are the holy Marryings, holy buryings, ec. 

Secondly, In afreeandablolutepermiſſzox ofthe con- 
ſciences of all men, 1n what is meerly ſpiricuall, notthe 
very conſciences of the Jews, nor the conſciences of the 

Turkes or Papiſts, or Pagans themſelves excepted. 
©.eft. ; But how will this Propagate: the Goſpell of Chris? - 

eſus £ SISTERS 119 B69 
pf wer thus, The firſt grand Defpgz of Chriſt: Jeſus 
is, to deſtroy and conſume his Mortal enemy Antichriſt. 
The breath of T his muſt be done by the breath of his A7onth in his 
> pac Prophets and Witneſſes : Now the Nations of .the World, 
Ants have impiouſly ſtop? this heavenly breath, and ſtifled 
chriſt, ſtop: "the Lord Jeſus 1n his Servants - Now it it ſhall pleafe 
onus Nai. thecivill State to remove the [tate bars, ſet up to refiſt 
| the holy Spirit of Godin his ſervants ( whom yet final- 
1y to reſiſt, is not inall the powers of the world ) 1 
humbly concerve that thec7oill ſtate hath made a fair 
progreſle in promoting the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 

O46. This Mercy and freedome is due to the(meerly) re- 

Queſt . , y 
ligious conſciences of all men in theworld. Tsthereno _ 
more duefrom the Magiſtrateto Chriſt Jeſus his ſaints 
and Kingdome.? I anſwer, 


WW @(ÞD ow 
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'T anſwer, WhileI pleade the Conſcience of All men 
tobeat Liberty, doubtleſſe I muſt plead the Liberty 


of the Magiſtrates conſcience alſo, and therefore were 


. his bountiesand donations to his Biſhops and Miniſters.as 


large as thoſe of Eonſtantine ; who,but the holy Spirit 
of God in the mouths of his Prophets can reſtrain him? 
Onely let not Cz/ar, (as Conſtantine in his ſetled proſpe- 
rity did ) rob the God of Heaven of his Rights, the con- 
ſciences of his ſubjeFs their heavenly Rights and Liber- 
Hes. | | 


But under the pretence of propagating. the 'Goſ- 


pell of chriſt Jeſns (1t may be ſaid) what horrible op:- 
ions and Spirits will be vented , as woefull experience 
hath maniteſted - | 

I anſwer ;:0pin7ons offenſive are of two ſorts : ſome 
ſavouring of 1pzety, and ſome of mcivility. 

Againſt the firſt, Chriſt Jeſus never cald for the 
Sword of Steel to helpe the Sword of the Spirit that 
two-edged Swor#that comes out of themouth of the 
Lord Jeſus : And therefore'if a world of Arriars deny 
the Deity of Ghriſt Jeſus : TfaManiche his humane na- 
ture ; If thesJews deny both, and blaſphemouſlly call 
our chriſt Deceiver : Nay, if the; Mahumetans the 
Turkes(the greater number by far of one Religion in the 
World) if they ſay, pefer their cheating Mahomcet be. 


- fore him, Whatnow? muſt we raile, revile, &c. and 


cry ou Blaſphemers, Hereticks ? Muſt werun tothe Cut - 


" lers ſhop, the Armories and Magazines of the Cities and 


Nations? Muſt we. run to the Cities or Nations, and 
Senates,zndcry,, Helpe you men of Epheſus, helpeO 


. Tahabitants of Jeruſalem, ec; Or muſt we fly up to 


Heaven by Prayers and Gurſes, to fetch downe Fire 


upon the perſecuting Captaizs and their fifties? This 


| doe 


be uſed a- 
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doe the Nations, this doe falſe Chrifts and Chriſtians , 
but this did not, this will not doe the Lawve of God, 
the Lyon of Judab's Tribe, whowith bis Word and 
Spirit alone ( which the Father hath promiſed to. 
put into his AM/outh, and the Aouth of his Seed, and 
the Mouth of his Seeds Seed ( Ha. 59. ) will either 
kill or ſave the gain-ſaying Oppoſite. | 

The Second fort, towit opinions of Incivility,doubt- 
leſle the Opinions as wellas praGices, are the proper 
Objed of the Civill Sword : according to that Magna 
Charta for the civill Magiſtrate, Rom. 13. and that 
true Apothegme or ſaying, Ex walis moribus bone 
leges : Good Laws occaſioned by Evil manners, 

But ought not the civill Magiſtrate to repeal 'their 
Ordinance forTithes, and alſo to appoint ſome courſe 
for the maintenance of the Miniſtry? . . 

I anſwer, Upon that Ground 'of Removing Soule 
Toaks, and not Reſtraining , nor conſtraining conſcience, 
I humbly conceive, that the czvi/ State cannot by any 
Rate from Chriſi Jeſus, 'either forbid the payment of 
Tithes toſuch whoſe conſcience is to pay them , or ex- 
Joyme them wherethe conſcience is not ſorperſwaded : 
For thefurther clearing of which «ſ{ertio# ; I diſtin- 
guith of the People of this Nation into two ſorts. 

Firſt, Suchas havea Freedome 'in theirminde to fre- 
quent the Publick, Pariſh Afemblies of the Nation , and 
they arealſooftwo ſorts. | 


The people of , Firſt, Such as confciexcioufly frequent ſuch places, 
this Na10n ac- Either Out ofa conſciencious zeale of worſhipping of God, 


or out of a ſuperſtitions and traditionall awe. - 
Secondly ſuch as can goe ornot goe, 'and care not 
what Religion themſelves gud'the State be of. 
T vere 1s a ſecond ſort of peoplcin this Natjon,which 
out 
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out of conſcience dare not frequent ſuch Places,and they 
areſuch 

Firſt, Such as indeed feare God, and are in their co- 
ſciences perſwaded ofan indelible CharaGer of Holineſs: 
upon fuch Temples, as Temples dedicated to a Pariſh 
worſhip. ; 

Secondly, Such as out of an utter diſlike of all Pro- 
teſtant Worſhip,and an high eſteem of their owne Ca- 
tholick Faith, areas farfrom love to ſuch places as the 
former ſort. 

Now all theſe: Coxſciences ( yea thevery conſcience 
of the Papiifs, Jewes, &c. (as E have proved at large 
in my Anſwer to Maſter Cottoxs waſhings) ought 
freely and impartially to-bepermitted their ſeyerall 
reſpective Worſhips, their 17ſters of Worſhips, and 
what way of maintaining them they freely chooſe. 

But if the czvil! ſtate injoyne not the maintenance 
of the Miniſtry. - If they quite let looſe-the Golders 
Raines of Diſcipline (as the Parliament expreſt, and the 
Scots objected) What will becomeof the 14/try of 
the Goſpel; and the Soules of 21e1 2 For if each mans 
conſcience be at Libeyty to come to Church or not. to 
Pay to' the Miniſter or not, the prophane and looſe 
will neither pay nor pray, but turne Atheiſticall and 
zrreligions : The Miniſters of Worſhip will be diſcoura- 
ged and deſtitute, and Parents will havelittlemind to 
expend their Monjes toinake their children Scholars , 
when the Hope of their preferment is cutoff. 

I anſwer, Firſt that $#prea/ze-Covrtin their Declara- 


Objeftion; 


The San of 


tion never Declared'to barre-up all the Doors and 2ighrcouſucſe 
TWindows of that Honorable Houſe, ſo that nofurther is able ro 


Light from Heaven ſhould breake into their Souls and | 


ſhine more 
j 


ghrupon the 


councels from the meſt glorious Sur of all Kighteonſnes witelt and the 


the Lord Jeſus, FE » oth. 2 Al- bvgheft. 
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- Although the Looſe will be more looſe(yet) poſſibly 
Some propha- being at more Liberty they may be put upon confidg- 
neſſe berrer ration and choice of wayes of life and peace yet however 
- =o it 1s infinitely better, that the Prophare and looſe beun. 
Pe” masked, then to be muffled up under the veile and hood 
of Tradi.jonall Hypocriffe, which turnes and duls the 
very edge of all conſcience either toward God or 
Man. . + | 
T hirdly, It is not to.be doubted, but that each cor 
ſcience,the Papiſts and the Proteſtants,both Presbiterians 
and Independents will xmuloufly ſtrive for ( their not 
Several conſc;, OnEly conſcience but) credit ſake, to excell and win 
ences fome- the Garland in the fruits of bourty, &c. Thus a Jeſnite 
Tr _— once in New-gate boaſted.of the Papzits charity toa Pro-. 
me reſtant(putin allo for his conſcience by the por, 
pulling out his handfull of Gold, look here ( faid he) 
are the fruits of our Religion. | | 
- Fourthly, Such Parezts or children as aime at the 
Gain Godlineſſe gaine, and preferment of Religion, doe often miſtake 
add Gaine and Cold for Godlineſſe , God-belly for the true. 
Gai be'5 God, and ſome. falſe for the true Lord Jeſus: T adde, 
| ſuch Prieſts oO as can force a maintenance of. 
Tithes or otherwiſe, by the Sword ,orelſe ceaſe preach- 
;ug for want offuch orſuch a wairtenance, or can re- 
moye from Biſhopricks or Benefices (as Calves and Bulls 
of Baſhan) tor fatter and rancker, Paſtures - or wanting 
ſpirituall worke and maintenance , are toofine to worke- 
with their hands, as the firſt Patternes, Chriſt firſt 24;- 
niſters did , how-can they ſay as Peter to Chriſt Jeſus, 
Lord thou knoweſt all things, Thou knoweſt I love 
thee? &c. therefore | 
Laſtly, The Father of Spirits graciouſly be pleaſed 
to preſerve the Spirits of our higher powers trom lay- 


ing. . 
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ing on of Hay and Stubble, though upon the: Golden 


fonndatien Chriſt Jeſus , forall ſuch worke1n- watters gy 


ſpirituall, which our Forefathers either Popiſh or pro- 


made, they haye been conſumd and burnt (like Hay and 
ſtubble) and cometo nothing. 

The Summa tatalis of all the former particulars is 
this, Firſt, fince the people of this Natioz have been 
forc'tintoa Natignall wiy of Worfhip, both Popiſh and 


Proteſtant (as the Wheels of times revolutions, by Gods 


mighty providence and permiſſion have turned about ) 


T he civill ftate is bound before Geodto take of that bord | 


and yoak of Soul-oppreſſion , and-to proclaime free and 
impartiall Liberty to all the people of the three Nations 
to choole and*maintaine what Worſhip and 2miſtry 
their Soxles and Conſciences are perſwaded of : which 
Ad, as it will prove an A@& of mercy and righteouſneſſe 
to the inſlaved Nations, fois it of a binding force to in- 
oage the wholeand every acF a and Conſcience, to 
preſervethe Common=freedowand peace. However, an 
AG moſt ſuiting with the pzety arid Chriff;anity- of the 
holy Teſtament of Chriſt Jeſus. . # 

| _ Secondly, Thecivill [tate is humbly to be implored,. 
to providein their high 7;/dome for the ſecurity of all 
the reſpeive coxſciences, in their reſpeQtive. meetings, 
aſſemblings, worſhippings , preachings , Diſputings , &c. 
gnd that czvil peace , and the beauty of civility and bu- 
manily be maintained among the chiefe oppoſers and 
diſſenters. 

Thirdly, Itis the dxty of all that are in Authority, 
and of all that are able, to conntenance, incourage, and 
ſupply .luck true YVolentiers as give and deyote them- 
ſelves to the ſervice and Miniſtry of Chriſt Jeſws in any 

kind: 


The wonder-' 
| burning 
of Hay and 


teſtant 1n their ſzyerall changes in this .Natioz have A this 


2? Soul Liberty, 
ough:c to be 
impartially re- 
ſtored to the 
three Nationss 
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All chrits Kind : although it bealſo the duty, and will be the pra» 
re Followers, Etife of all ſuch whom the Spirit of God ſends upon any 
and elperially pork.of Chriſts, rather to work as Paul did, among the 
mong them, Corinthians and Theſſalonians, then the work and ſer- 
are a willing Vice of their Lord and 2/aſter, ſhould be negleRed. 
peop'e ant + Such true Chriſtian worthies ( whether endowed 
with humane Learning, or without it ) will alone be 
found that deſpiſed wode/ which the God of Heaven 
will onely bleſſe ; that poor handful! and three hun- 
dred out of 7/raels thirty two thouſand' by whom the 
work of the Ged of Iſrael muſt be effefted. And if this 
courſe be effefted in-the three Nations, the bodies 
and ſoules of the three Natiovs will be more and niore 
. at peace, and in a fairer way then ever, to that peace 
which 1s Eternall when this World is gone. 


A few Queries ſubjoywed as to the former 
high @uecition, of propagating the Goſpel 
or glad Newes of a Saviour, | 


1.7 "Irit, whether the yet remaining Diviſor of the 

þ whole Land, into Nationall and ms + Ehurches, 

and the certuring and allembling of People into a Pariſh 

Church, be ſuitable to the true Religion and Teſtament 

' of Chriſt Jeſus : Orrather an invention of Satan and 4- 

Dan. 1x, Ftichriſt, to divide the Land for gaine, into National. 

; Provinciall, Dioceſan, Parochziall, fo that there is not a 

Qvercs =. foot Of land left 1n the whole Nation, for the holieſt, or 
auching the . . J- - on 1. 

Pacochiall D;- the higheſt ( without ſome GEOTRES priviledge ) 

u 


| viſionofthe here to finde a reſting place out of ſuch a Church 
waole land. 


compaſle. And whether is. nat ſuch a Profelſfor of 
Chriſt Jeſus, a denyall of Chriſt Jeſus , whet 


er 1s it 
not 
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not to make a. State-Religion and the miniſtry there- 
of ( like the Dutch) ſtate 2ziſters, as it was truly ſaid 
of late, that the Bzhops were the Kings Biſhops : And 
if ſo, fince the: Head of the National Church, or Pariſhes 
Is civil], the body be not ſo likewiſe, and _—- 
the whole frame of Forſhip, but civill and Politicall, 
and conſequently the Grand 1doll of Jealouſre, before 
the flaming eyes of the Sox of God. 

2. Whether this National and Pariſhionall Forme of 
Worſhip be a State-AG, and ſo remoyeable at their plea- 
ſure, Or 1s it the Peoples eAF and choiſe, and not 
removeable without the peoples free conſent : To 
which end, can the Nation: give, or the Parliament take TiclInforcing 
a power of framing and impoſing a Religion ugon the vec pq os 
people, anymore (ifnot comparably ſo much ) then nalopprefiion. 
of chooſing and impoſing Husbands and Wives (in way 
of Marriage ) to all the people of this Nation: And 
whether thereforeto inforcean Uniformity of a Nati- 

0# to-one Religion or Worſhip ( after the Jewiſh pat- 
terne) benot a ſou! oppreſſuon and uſurpation, not after 
Moſes, mach leſle after Chris? Fe{ws the Son of God. 

3. Ifſuchan-holy Divi//or of the Land be a State- 

AF, and-removeable at pleaſure, whether. the not re- 

moving ofſucha Forme willnot be ſet upon the Parli- 
aments icore, and be a Controverſie from the God of 

Heaven againſt-them-; For ſure it js, being a plant 

which neither God nor the Son of God ever planted, it 

mult irreſiſtibly be plucked up and caſt into the Fire. 

_ - 4» If the State be found the Founders and Owners of 

the Pariſh Churches (the meeting places). whether 

ought they not to: demoliſh them as Jeb did, or at | 

leaſt ſlight the Holineſe and Forme of them by reducing 71 Pan 

them to a-civill forme -and ule, as the om” Jate gol Temple, 
| calt 
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dealt with ſome ſuch Holy places. And whether is it 
poſlible for all the men in the World, or Angels in Hea- 
ven. to waſh off that Popiſh Chara@er of Holineſſe while 
ftill onely reſerved for holy uſe, which both Papi?- 
and Protefants ( (ucceſiively and interchangeably ) 
have made of them, as the Temple for the Pariſh worſhip, 
and ſo conſequently the High places, and Idol Temples. 
5. Is it not more conducible a thouſand fold to 
the peoples eternall welfare, that each Towne and Divi- 
ſion of people in the Land, be impartially permitted to 
makea ſtand, to examin?2 and chooſe their way of worſhip 
Miniitry, and cHaintenance - yet whether orno is it 
not ab{olurely better that they did freely chooſe ra- 
ther a alſe Religion (' Jewiſh, Popiſh, Turkiſh, &c. ) then 
without their owne free choiſe, to benufſed upin a 
way of Traditionall and Cuſtomary Religion, orelfſe in an : 
En ſhroud Hypocriſce again(t perſwaſtor and _—_ £ 

6. Whether that policie that refuſeth to ſearch into 
theſe things, pretending danger of diſcompoſeng the 
preſent Government and peace of the Nation, the diſ- 
z0unting of the preſent Governers, the miſſe of State= 
Miniters 1n every Towne, to keep the people in 0bedi- 
ence, by publiſhing their 4s unto them ; I ſay, is not 
ſuch Policie, ungodly, irreligious, unchriſtian, and the 
next way to provoke the jealouſie of the moſt High, 
againſt both Ste and Stateſmer, and to cauſe from 
Heaven, ſome other t#rne upon this Power and Common- 
wealth. : 

7. Whatever the duty of the czvill State be found to 
bz, as touching the Pariſh Formes and Churches, yet is 
not the unqueſtionableazty of the State totakeoff 
the /ov/ yoaks from the Necks of all that doe or may in- 
habite this Nation, Jewes or Gentiles: and as to Civill 

things 
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things (the proper object of the civill State) tocaltthe 5, = 
Nati 1nto-a civill forme, and toappoint civill Officers Civill officers . © 
thorow-out the Natisn; To Record the Birth of chil- 13 this Nation = 
dren : to take order as to marriages and byryings of all ys ng oh | 
people impartially in a czvill way: The want of. which rixes and Bu- 
civil Ordinance, asto the latter, hath been-a ſecond wares. 
deathin this Nation to multitudes of Toak-ſellows , Pas Civil thing. 
rents, &c. who being notableto walk jn the Pariſh 
_ wayes of burying in holy ground, and of the- Pariſh 
fears, they haye been forced (not without danger 

alld)to the Hzgh-wayes for ſuccour to their own con- 
ſciences, and to their Dead-beloveds. 

8 Whether ſincethe moſt hzgh hath madebareand 

naked his holy arme from heaven for this Nation , this 
Parliament, this Army, in moſt wondetvll and fingu- 
lar deliverances, preſervations, vi&ories. And ſince this _ 0 
Nation is ſet in the midſt of the Nations of the world, ©; mers 
wearing a Crowne of advantage to be exemplary and fingular AQs 
preſidential to the whole worldabout us : Whether bath of Exemplay 
not the moſt High reſerved ſome wonderfulland ſingu- Grainte.. 
lar As for the trial of their ſingular love and grati- 
tude : And fince he rewarded Jehu with texpporall ho. 
20ur to many generations, and will not forget to pay 
richly for a cup of cold water, &c. ſince he hath pro- 
miſed an hundred fold in this life, to ſuch as looſe for 
his ſake,and in the world to come /ife everla3ting : Ts it 
not the beſt PoBcy, wiſedome and reaſon under Heaven to 
ſearch out only what is his oply and acceptable. plea- 
fure in Chr:57 Jeſs, and to truſt his infinite power, wiſe- 
dome and goodneſſe , what ever be the preſent ſcceſſe 
or conſequents. | 
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An Appendix as touching Oathes, A. Querie, 

A Lthough it be lawfull ( in caſe) for Chriitians to 

{ Ainvocatethe Name of the moſt High In Swearing : 


Yet ſince it is a part of his holy worſhip, and ſometimes 
put for his whole worſhip, and therefore proper unto 


- ſuch as are his true Worſhippers in Spirit and Truth : 


and perſons may as wel] be forced unto any part of 
the worſhip of Ged as unto this, ſince it ought not to be - 


4 uſed, but moſt ſolemnly, and in moſt ſolemre ard weighty 


caſes, and ( ordinarily) inſuch as are not other 
determinable; fſinceit is the voice 6f the two. great 
Law-givers, from God, Moſes and ChriSt Jeſus , that in 
the mouth of two or three Witneſſes ( not Swearing, ) e- 
very Word ſhall ſtand : Whether the inforcing of 0aths 
and ſpirituall Covenants upon a Nation promilcuouſly, 
and the conſtant inforcing of all perſons to praftiſe 
this 7 orfhip 1n the moſt triviall and Nba 10 all 
Courts(together with the. Ceremonies of Booke,and hol- 
ding upthe hand e*c.)be not a,profſtituting ofthe Holy 
Name of the moſt High to every unclean Lip, and that 
cn {light occaſions, and a taking of it by Millions,and 
fomany millionsof times in vaine, and whether it be 
not a provoking of the eyes of his. jealquſie who hath 
ſaid jt, That he wilknot hold him (what him or them 
foe ver)guiltlefie that taketh his name in vazre.. 


An 
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An Humble «#d Chriſtian profer of Diſputation, 


IN Hereas n the Epiftle I intimated my readineſs to debate the 
---* Particulars of th Diſcourſe, 8&c. I am bere humbly bold to 
Profeſſe, as in the holy preſence of the moſt High, that T am not 
Conſcious to the leaſt Defigne or Aime, bat that of a Conſcio« 
nable and Peaceable preſenting Verbum opportunum (ar Apple 
of Gold in « Pitareof Silver.) intdthsſe Honorable hands whom 
- io bighly cortcernes. ' Tis trite my longExile into andin America, 
have rendred me now'a Stranger, and(after the Diſpatch of ſome 
Civill Aﬀaires }T ſhould unſpeakably rejoyce to be gone to morrow 3 
But while the Moſt High is pleaſed to force my. ftay:: He hath alſo 
( as Theleeve') inforcedmy Spirit, agdine to proffer , in all -Chritit- 
att meeknefs andhumiliry fo apitte with whom or.before whon 
ſoever, thefe following Propdſals. '' © © © | | 
Firſt, Since the remoulding'of this Nation into the Model! of 
Proteftaniſme :*the Clergy or Miniſtry (ſo calPd)) of this Nati- 
on, both Prelaticall, Presbiterian and Independent, ( bswever 
in their.perſons many of them precious andiexceltnt , yet ) as to their 
Fun&ions and Offices , ' as toprocuring the Magiſtrates 'aftings #1 
ſpiritual caſes,95to the Worſhips and Conſciences of this Nation, 
they bave been bewildred,if not wholly blinded: For as the Hireling 
way of Miniftry is none of Chriſts : So for this Hire, bave not on- 
ly the-Popith, but the Proteſtant Clergy , toſt up and'downe ( even 
like Tenis-bals) the Magiſtrates and Laws, the Conſciences and 
Worſhips, the Peace and War , the Wealc and Woeof this Nation. 
Secondly, In all apes ſince Conftantine, ' the Hireling Miniſtry 
have muſt wofully miſſead the Conſciences of- the Civill ftate by 
Preaching them out of their..Civill Spheare and Line , - ſometimes 
into an Head'hip, ſometimes into a Footfhip,(n»wiouer and above,and 
againe as the Revolutions bave been) inferiour to, and under the 
Church : Out of this Civill line or Sphear as this preſent Age 3 
forced to confeſſe, that the Civill Magiſtrates our Fathers before us 
never made true Chriſtian Worke oft, ſo: am humbly bold to 
maintaine they never ſhall : and therefore 
Thirdly, As. the Givill pzcmiſflioa of al” the Con- 
ſcience 
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